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Educa'on & Affilia'ons 

• A.B. Freeman School of Business, Tulane University, M.B.A in Business Administra<on 
• Georgia Ins<tute of Technology, B.Ch.E. in Chemical Engineering 

Biography 
In addi<on to being the Associate Director of the Tulane Energy Ins<tute, Prof. Smith teaches in 
the Master of Management in Energy (MME) program and in Energy Cer<ficate programs open 
to all Freeman students. Professor Smith also authors topical reports and serves as a public face 
of the Energy Ins<tute, responding to local and na<onal media on energy-related ques<ons.  
 
A 1967 Freeman MBA alumnus, Professor Smith, in 2004, was teaching an undergraduate 
finance class, part <me, when Dean McFarland asked him to become the first employee of the 
new Tulane Energy Ins<tute. He joined Tulane, on a full-<me basis, to lend his prac<cal 
exper<se to the program. His experience was drawn from many years of service in the energy 
industry - both domes<cally and interna<onally. This skill set has morphed into an Energy 
curriculum focused on Experien<al learning.  
 
In his work for Tulane, Professor Smith draws on over 30 years of experience in the downstream 
refining and petrochemical industry and in the interna<onal offshore drilling and construc<on 
sectors. He has worked with upstream service organiza<ons such as Saipem, J. Ray McDermo\, 
Global Industries, the CRP Group, and Torch Inc. He also worked with downstream 
petrochemical companies including Allied Chemical (now a unit of Honeywell) and with Ethyl 
Corpora<on (now known as Albemarle). 
 
In addi<on to teaching, Professor Smith provides market analysis and economic research on 



 
 

                                                                                

issues affec<ng the energy sector, issuing topical reports on subjects such as the poten<al for 
expor<ng LNG, LPG and Light, Sweet Crude Oil, studies on the economic impact of 
unconven<onal shale oil and gas development, reports on the use of Petroleum Coke as a feed 
stock for power genera<on, and research into the use of lower carbon products as subs<tute 
fuels in the transporta<on sector.  
 
He has also been the author of several peer reviewed reports on both LNG and on the 
emergence of Guyana as a major par<cipant in the Offshore Oil and Gas sector. Some of this 
was based on sponsorship by the US State Department. He is involved with the Louisiana 
Governor’s carbon reduc<on taskforce and is currently evalua<ng the use of deepwater wind 
power to support offshore oil and gas produc<on. He has tes<fied in Washington, DC for 
commi\ees of both the House of Representa<ves as well as the Senate. 
 
 
 
 
Professor Smith supports Tulane as a media spokesman on various energy issues and was the 
Energy Commi\ee chairman for the World Trade Center of New Orleans, now a unit of Greater 
New Orleans, Inc. (GNO, Inc.). He served as a consultant to Louisiana's Department of Economic 
Development and to GNO, Inc. In addi<on, he served on the city's energy advisory board 
focused on improving electric power genera<on and distribu<on in Orleans Parish. 
 
He has also supported reverse trade missions, as an industry expert, involving Pakistan, South 
Africa (twice), Guyana and Ghana, all sponsored by The U.S. Trade and Development Agency 
(USTDA).  
 
Current event plans include a joint conference with Tulane’s Energy Law Center and an annual 
presenta<on to the Society of Independent Professional Earth Scien<sts (SIPES), here in New 
Orleans. The Energy Ins<tute is also jointly planning an energy  conference in Houston, co-
sponsored with Thomson-Reuters, concerning the energy transi<on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


